Vietnam  Lesson Plan

Susan Daly

Greece Arcadia High School

Rochester, N.Y. 

Course : Advanced Placement World History

Unit 5 

Topic – Globalization & rising Asian  economies

AP World Themes: 

1. Patterns and impacts of interaction among major societies: trade. war. diplomacy, and international organizations

2. The relationship of change and continuity across world history periods covered .

3. Systems of social structure and gender structure.

AP Habits of Mind 

1. Constructing and evaluating arguments using evidence to make plausible arguments.

2. Using documents and other primary data : developing the skills necessary to analyze point of view, context, and bias, and to understand and interpret information. 

3. Developing the ability to compare within and among societies including comparing societies reaction to global processes.

Before starting this lesson I want to find out students already know about Southeast Asia. 

Students will be asked to create a mind-map or web of their current information about Southwest Asia. What do they already know. It can include history, geography, politics, gender issues, economic status, religious status,  common foods, clothing styles, conflicts, and issues with neighboring nations.

This will be a series of lessons which help the student to learn about modern Vietnam and how its economic transformation has taken place since the implementation of the doi-moi policy. They need basic geographic literacy about the region so that must be the starting place for these lessons. 

Vietnam  Geography Lesson Plan 
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Objectives : the learner will be able to identify the basic geography of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. 


the learner will be able to discuss the impact of geography on the


north, central highlands , and the southern part of Vietnam. 

: students will be able to identify all neighboring nations which surround Vietnam,. Laos, and Cambodia. 

1. Students will complete map work using outline maps of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. They will label the major geographic areas, rivers
, and highland regions, seas off the coast and neighboring nations.

Map 1 is basic geography

Map 2 will be coloring the 3 major regions of Vietnam so students can see the two rice baskets connected by a shoulder pole . 

2. Students will view a power point presentation about Vietnam after they have completed their map work. They will be asked to take specific notes about the differing regions found within Vietnam. 

3. They will also be asked to expand their original mind-map to include the new information which most surprised them. 

Materials  Required : maps for each student to complete. power point of geography from Colleen Fox, overheads of maps,  an atlas for every student to use, colored markers., computer to display the power point program. 
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Vietnam Socratic Seminar on reading

Objectives: students will be able to discuss the article “ Vietnam’s Bumpy Road to Reform “ by Sophie Quinn-Judge ( Current History : A Journal of Contemporary World Affairs September, 2006 issue) and explain the main problems which confronted Vietnam as they made the transition from a communist economy to a capitalist economy under Doi-Moi. 


: students will be able to compare the process of developing capitalism in Vietnam with the similar process in China under the policies of Deng Xiaoping. 

1. Each student will receive a copy of the article by Sophie Quinn-Judge for homework the block prior to the discussion. They are to read it and highlight what they believe are the most important changes within Vietnam. They are to develop 3 questions from this reading about the economic changes . They must also have the answers to those questions. They are going to be taking part in a small group discussion about this article in class. Each students must be prepared to discuss their questions.

2. In class the students have been divided into a 2 or 3 small groups so that every student can take part in the discussion. I will facilitate the start of discussion and move between the two or three  groups as they take part. A group leader may become necessary to keep the flow of questions going in each group so that person will be a volunteer chosen at the start of this discussion.  The discussion should last about 15 minutes and students should write down some brief notes as they hear something which had not occurred to them from the  discussion.  
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3.The group will be asked to decide on the 2 or 3 most important points they got from their discussion about the changes within Vietnam on a poster which they will have 10 minutes to create. 

4. Class will return to large group format and each group will share what the most important insights they got from their group by showing their poster and explaining what they selected. 

5. Students will be asked to compare the process they learned about emerging capitalism in Vietnam with the 4 modernizations found in China under Deng Xiaoping. What are the similarities and what are the differences. How have these impacted modern Vietnam and life for people there today ? 

Materials Required : a copy of the article for every student, poster paper and markers.

Visual Lesson on modern Vietnam

Objective: students will be able to describe what life in modern Vietnam is like for several individuals from differing places and socio-economic groups. 

: students will be able to describe life now in both a rural and urban setting in Vietnam. 

: students will be able to describe the gender roles typical in Vietnam now for women. 


Visual Lesson 
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1. Students will watch the Sandy Northrup DVD titled

“ Vietnam : The Next Generation “ 

2. Prior to watch this DVD, students will be assigned randomly to one of the eight people detailed in the  DVD. They will be responsible for taking notes on the life of that individual as they watch their segment of this DVD.They will be asked to look for evidence of any of the following as they watch

a. Where does this individual live in Vietnam? Does geography impact how they live ?

b. How does where they live impact what they do for a living?

c.What socio-economic group do you think they belong to?

d. Is this individual rural, urban or suburban?

e. How does this person earn a living?

f. How difficult is their life because of factors outside their control?

g. What does this individuals life teach us about gender roles within Vietnam now?

h. What evidence could you see for the impact of a communist political system on this individuals life? 

i.Was there evidence for access to health care  and / or education ? 

j. What are the hopes and dreams about the future for this individual ? 
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Small group time: Each group will meet after they view the DVD to discuss the answers to the above questions and draw conclusions about their individuals live under the current capitalist economic system in Vietnam. They will prepare a short presentation about their person for the class. 

Whole group time: each group will present their information . Students can ask them questions, if they do not feel all the questions have been addressed by the group. 

Materials Required : TV/DVD player, Sandy Northup DVD titled , The Next Generation “ , poster paper or overheads for creating short presentation on their person., markers.

Time : 83 minute block 

Assessment : students will be asked to write a comparison essay which shows the similarities and differences between  the development of capitalism within China and Vietnam. What impact does the economic modernization of both China and Vietnam have on the global economy ? 

